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Careers in Art 

Covering a vast range of skills and talents, art and design is a diverse subject that will help you turn your 

creative passion into a money-making career. Whether you want to be the next Damien Hirst or Tracey 

Emin, or you want to play a role in what the next Ferrari looks like, this subject will help you improve your 

talents and pursue your dream. 

Art and design students are highly entrepreneurial and self-motivated, both qualities that you learn on 

your journey to becoming an artist. A qualification in art and design isn’t just about pencils and pictures, 

you’ll also learn all about the business and management side of the industry, which is vital to succeeding in 

a very competitive job market.  

Art and design is a very passionate subject, so you should have an instinct as to whether you want to spend 

three years studying it. 

Some branches of the subject will give you good employment opportunities, but compared to many 

degrees it doesn’t have the best job prospects. However, it will give you the skills, talents and abilities to 

turn your hobby and passion into a career that will make you money. 

An art and design degree will teach you to think outside the box, which will help you in your assignments 

and portfolio, but also your job search. Creatives can find themselves working in the most amazing places – 

ranging from festivals, exhibitions and events, to celebrity functions, and royal parades. 

Jobs directly related to Art include: 

• Art therapist 

• Commercial art gallery manager 

• Community arts worker 

• Exhibition designer 

• Fine artist 

• Graphic designer 

• Illustrator 

• Museum/gallery exhibitions officer 

• Printmaker 

• Secondary school teacher 

 

Jobs where Art would be really useful include: 

• Animator 

• Arts administrator 

• Concept artist 

• Estates manager 

• Interior and spatial designer 

• Jewellery designer 

• Multimedia programmer 

• Museum/gallery curator 

• Special effects technician 

• VFX artist 
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Typical employers 

Finding jobs in this sector is not always straightforward. Short-term possibilities are available on a 

competitive basis and are a means of becoming established. Roles include artist in residence, developing 

art-related activities in schools, hospitals and prisons, or bidding for fixed-term funding to carry out a 

particular project or commission. Many fine artists produce and market their own work. 

You can diversify by taking courses in art-related disciplines, such as graphics or teaching, or become a 

'portfolio' worker, holding down several jobs to support your creative work. 

You can also apply for mainstream graduate jobs and training in a range of industries, such as banking, 

insurance, media and public relations. 

Skills for your CV 

A degree in Art develops: 

• the ability to develop individual ideas and collaborate with others as part of a creative team 

• strong observational, research and analytical skills 

• creative problem solving 

• the ability to communicate ideas, visually, orally and in writing 

• resilience and the ability to learn from criticism and be objective about your work 

• an openness to new influences and concepts 

• a focused, goal-oriented and motivated approach to work 

Studying Art at university 

Some modules you may study include: 

• History of art 

• Reflection and analysis              

• Art, technology, and the internet 

• Art and business 

• Studio practice 

• Typographical skills 

• Professional skills in art and design 

Famous people who studied Art  

• Eddie Redmayne (actor) 

• Gwyneth Paltrow (actress) 

• Lily Cole (model) 

• Alan Rickman (actor) 

• Freddie Mercury (singer) 

• Peter Capaldi (actor) 

 

 


